
UPSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
6:00 P.M. – Regular Commission Meeting

City/County Meeting Room –March 12, 2019

Attendance: Chairman Allen, Commissioner Jones, Commissioner Ellington, Commissioner
Watson,  Attorney Heath English, County Manager Jason Tinsley and County Clerk Jessica

Jones
Commissioner Wilder was not in attendance.

I. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Norman Allen

II. INVOCATION

III. PUBLIC HEARING
The rezoning applicant is Phillip Todd Harris of Townsend, Georgia. Mr. Harris has 
requested a rezoning (REZ2019-02) of 2 acres MOL to remove the condition of 
approval of the C-2 zoning, which limits the use of the property to a welding shop. 
The property, located at 3098 McCorkle’s Curve Road, is more referred to as being in 
Land Lot 202 of the 10th Land District and found on Tax Map 041 Parcel 060A

A motion was made to open the public hearing.

Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Ellington
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

Phillip Harris, 3207 Belle Hammock Road, stated that he would like to have the 
special condition that states the property can    only be used for a welding shop 
removed so that he can sell the property.  

A motion was made to close the public hearing.

Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Watson
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

        Mr. Currier gave his staff report.



A motion was made to approve the rezoning with the condition of removing the metal
shop limitation, but limiting the business to a lawn car business with no retail sales of

merchandise on the property and retaining the McCorkle’s Curve access-only
requirements.

Motion: Commissioner Ellington Second: Commissioner Watson
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes



The Special Exception applicant is Tommy Wade Holley III of Meansville, Georgia, 
representing the owner, Chad F. Murphy of Thomaston, Georgia. Mr. Holley is 
requesting a Special Exception (SPX2019-01) to permit establishment of a repair 
garage on 1.296 MOL acres of C-2 zoned property pursuant to Section 1604.B.3, 
UCZO. The undeveloped property, located on Echols Circle, is more referred to as 
being in Land Lots 232 and 233 of the 10th Land District and found on Tax Map 042C
Parcel 045A.

A motion was made to open the public hearing.
Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Watson

Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

Mr. Tommy Holley, 65 Day Road, stated that he is requesting a special exception so 
that he can purchase the property for an engine repair shop.  His plans include 3 bays.

A motion was made to close the public hearing.
Motion: Commissioner Watson Second: Commissioner Ellington

Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

Mr. Currier gave the staff report.

A motion was made to approve special exception SPX2019-01 using the planning
commission’s decision removing the 3rd condition in reference to the sign.

Motion: Commissioner Watson Second: Commissioner Ellington
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

Upson County Commissioners will conduct a Public Hearing for a Beer and Wine 
Package Sales license. An application is on file in the Commission Office for 
Indiraben Patel on the behalf of McCarty’s Superette located at 398 MLK Drive, 
Thomaston, GA 30286.

A motion was made to open the public hearing.
Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Watson

Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes



   There were no public comments.
A motion was made to close the public hearing.

Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Watson
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

    County Manager Jason Tinsley explained that there had been some violations found
  during the inspection, but they had all corrected and the staff recommended approval.

A motion was made to approve the beer and wine package sales license for Indiraben
Patel on behalf of McCarty Superette.

Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Watson
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.

V. CONSENT AGENDA
a. February 26, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes

A motion was made to approve the consent agenda.

Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Watson
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

I. NEW BUSINESS
b. Reading of a Proclamation for Mr. Johnny Hammonds

A motion was made to approve the above proclamation.
Motion: Commissioner Ellington Second: Commissioner Watson

Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes
A motion was made to amend the agenda adding the discussion of the agreement for
tourism promotion activities between Upson County and the Chamber of Commerce.

Motion: Commissioner Ellington Second: Commissioner Watson
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes



c. Discussion and approval of the Chamber of Commerce lease and Agreement for 
Tourism Promotion Activities between Upson County and Thomaston-Upson 
County Chamber of Commerce



Mr. Tinsley explained that state law requires an agreement to show where the funds 
are being used.  The Chamber is required to provide a report summarizing the 
expenditures, which they are currently doing.  This a year agreement that will 
continue from year to year thereafter unless terminated upon thirty days written notice
from either party.

A motion was made approve the agreement for tourism promotion activities between
Upson County and the Chamber of Commerce.

Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Watson
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes





Above is a continuation of a lease with the Chamber of Commerce.  This lease 
will be for 120 months with a 12 month notice for termination.    This lease also 
includes $300 monthly rent.  

A motion was made approve the lease agreement between Upson County and the
Chamber of Commerce.

Motion: Commissioner Jones Second: Commissioner Watson
Commissioner Jones – Yes Commissioner Wilder – was not in attendance
Commissioner Watson – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes

            Chairman Allen – Yes

County Manager, Commissioners and County Attorney Comments
County Manager Jason Tinsley stated that the road department assisted in Talbot and Harris 
County with the cleanup from the tornado.  There was a 10 man crew that worked 10 hours 
Monday-Thursday and 8 hours on Friday.  The counties were very grateful of the help.

County Attorney Heath English had no comments.

Commissioner Jones thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.

Commissioner J. Ellington reminded everyone that this was the last week for early voting for 
the T-SPLOST.  He added that he was very proud of the efforts that the employees put forth in 
Talbot and Harris County.

Commissioner Watson reminded everyone of early voting.

Chairman Allen thanked everyone for coming out.

Commissioner Wilder was not in attendance.

ADJOURMENT
A motion was made by Comm. Watson with a second by Comm. Jones to adjourn the meeting.

_____________________________ ______________________________
Chairman Norman Allen Commissioner James Ellington

______________________________ _WAS NOT IN ATTENDANCE___
Commissioner Benjamin Watson Commissioner Lorenzo Wilder

______________________________
Commissioner Paul Jones




