
UPSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
6:00 P.M. – Regular Commission Meeting

City/County Meeting Room – April 10, 2018

Attendance: Chairman Allen, Commissioner Spraggins, Commissioner R. Ellington, 
Commissioner James Ellington, Attorney Paschal English, and Interim County Manager Billy 
Beckett 

I. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Norman Allen

II. INVOCATION

III. ADOPTION OF MINUTES
March 27, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes

A motion was made to approve the minutes

Motion: Commissioner Spraggins Second: Commissioner R. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

A motion was to have Public Comments before the Public Hearing and to add and
update on the County Manager.

Motion: Commissioner R. Ellington Second: Commissioner Spraggins

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Jason Ritter, GEMA –Area 4 Coordinator read the below letter.  He explained that 
GEMA is responsible for the coordination of the response and recovery of disasters 
both natural and human caused.  The federal government will reimburse 75% under 
public assistance programs and the state currently reimburses 10% leaving the county 
responsible for 15%.  Since the county has met the outlined standards the state will 
award an additional 2.5%.  The state appreciates what Upson County is doing and the 
support they are giving EMA Director Martha Ann McCarty.
Chairman Allen added that Mrs. McCarty deserves all the credit for her hard work.

Andrew White- 65 Tobler Lane explained to the board that he has some property 
issues where his house is built across property lines. He’s asking for assistance from 
the county.  
Chairman Allen explained that at the board level he recommends Mr. White seek 
legal counsel and work with the bank on the issue.  



V. PUBLIC HEARING
The SPX2018-02 applicant is Nancy L, McCrary of Molena, Georgia. Ms. McCrary 
has requested a Special Exception for a special event venue use in the A-R 
(Agricultural Residential) zoning district. The venue would serve as an art gallery, 
open to invited reception guests and by invitation photography classes. The subject 
property is 4.4 acres MOL at 945 McCrary Road.

A motion was made to go into the Public Hearing.

Motion: Commissioner Spraggins Second: Commissioner R. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

Mr. Currier submitted a certified copy of the staff report that will be part of the 
official minutes.    He gave an overview of the report.



Nancy McCrary- 945 McCrary Road stated that she would like her gallery to be in 
Upson County.



Beer and Wine Package License for Vijaykvmar Patel on the behalf of “Mahi V Patel 
INC.” located at 1782 Highway 19 North, Thomaston, GA 30286
Mr. Currier explained that after correcting the requirements they meet the 
requirements on the building inspection side.  
The current owner has a beer and wine license.

Beer and Wine Package License for Ankit Patel on the behalf of “Shree Gopinuthji 
Corp. D/B/A Quick Mart” located at 2235 Barnesville Highway, Thomaston, GA 
30286
Mr. Currier explained that they have the proper zoning.  The building inspector has 
inspected.  
The current owner holds a beer and wine license.
Chairman Allen explained that if this one is approved it would need to be contingent 
on the background check.  

A motion was made to close the Public Hearing section.

Motion: Commissioner Spraggins Second: Commissioner J. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

A motion was made to approve: The SPX2018-02 applicant is Nancy L, McCrary of 
Molena, Georgia. Ms. McCrary has requested a Special Exception for a special event 
venue use in the A-R (Agricultural Residential) zoning district. The venue would 
serve as an art gallery, open to invited reception guests and by invitation photography
classes. The subject property is 4.4 acres MOL at 945 McCrary Road.

Motion: Commissioner Spraggins Second: Commissioner R. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

A motion was made to approve Beer and Wine Package License for Vijaykvmar Patel
on the behalf of “Mahi V Patel INC.” located at 1782 Highway 19 North, Thomaston,
GA 30286

Motion: Commissioner R. Ellington Second: Commissioner Spraggins

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

A motion was made to approve Beer and Wine Package License for Ankit Patel on 
the behalf of “Shree Gopinuthji Corp. D/B/A Quick Mart” located at 2235 
Barnesville Highway, Thomaston, GA 30286 contingent on the passage of a 
background check
Motion: Commissioner Spraggins Second: Commissioner J. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

VI. CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of Surplus property for Recreation
b. Approval of SPLOST funds for Highway 19 Sewer System Extension
c. Discussion of SPLOST funds for office space in the Finance Department
d. Approval of extension request for DCA service delivery strategy.

A motion was made to approve the consent agenda.



Motion: Commissioner Spraggins Second: Commissioner J. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

VII. NEW BUSINESS
e. Approval of SPLOST funds for skid steer for Recreation

Mr. Beckett stated that the recommendation is to purchase a John Deer 317G Skid
Steer for $59,912 and a Trailer for $3,750 from 2016 SPLOST funds.

A motion was made to approve the recommended purchase.

Motion: Commissioner R. Ellington Second: Commissioner Spraggins



Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

f. Discussion of the consolidation of the Finance Department
Mr. Beckett gave an overview of the finance function below.





Chairman Allen asked if the banking duties would be taken away from the County Clerk.  Mr. 
Beckett explained that it would but it may be a transition period.



A motion was made to approve the structure of the County’s Finance Department.

Motion: Commissioner J. Ellington Second: Commissioner R. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

g. Discussion of a proposed designated parking place
Mr. Beckett stated that he thinks it is wonderful that the Commissioners agreed to 
designate a parking space Combat Wounded Veterans.  He would like the board 
to take and official vote.

A motion was made to designate a parking spot for Combat Wounded Veterans.
Motion: Commissioner Spraggins Second: Commissioner J. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

h. Update on County Manager Position.
Chairman Allen explained that the board announced that they had a sole finalist 
for county manager.  This allows for a 14 day period for the public and allows the 
board to continue to vet and negotiate an agreement.   They were unable to come 
to an agreement with the finalist.

A motion was made to re-advertise the County Manager’s position open until 
filled.

Motion: Commissioner R. Ellington Second: Commissioner J. Ellington

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

Chairman Allen explained that Mr. Beckett contract goes through May, but his 
last day will be April 19, due to previous plans.  He asked the board to vote to 
allow him to negotiate a new contract with understanding that he will be gone for 
about 3 weeks. He added that he has done a tremendous job and has accomplished
a lot in a short period.

A motion was made to give Chairman allow permission to negotiate a contract 
with Mr. Beckett.  

Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner R. Ellington – Yes Chairman Allen – Yes

Commissioner Wilder – Not In Attendance

County Manager, Commissioners and County Attorney Comments
County Attorney Paschal English stated that he has known Mr. Beckett for a long time. He 
recognized what a great county manager he is.

Commissioner Spraggins stated that they had great meeting and he really appreciates the 
Veterans parking space.

Commissioner J. Ellington thanked Mr. Beckett for his plan to re-structure of the finance 
department.

Commissioner R. Ellington thanked Mr. Beckett for the re-structure plan for finance plan.

Commissioner Wilder was not in attendance.



Chairman Allen stated that ribbon cutting for the pickle ball and tennis court is April 28th.
Sprewell Bluff will be having a 5k run the upcoming weekend.

ADJOURMENT
Comm. Spraggins made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Comm. R. Ellington to adjourn 
the meeting.

_____________________________ ______________________________
Chairman Norman Allen Commissioner James Ellington

______________________________ _Was Not In Attendance__________
Commissioner Frank Spraggins Commissioner Lorenzo Wilder

______________________________
Commissioner Ralph Ellington




