UPSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
6:00 P.M. – Regular Commission Meeting
City/County Meeting Room – October 23, 2018
Attendance: Chairman Allen, Commissioner Spraggins, Commissioner Wilder, Commissioner
Jones, Commissioner Ellington, Attorney Paschal English, County Manager Jason Tinsley and
County Clerk Jessica Jones
I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Norman Allen

II.

INVOCATION

III.

PUBLIC HEARING
Beer and Wine Package License for Koti Dodda on the behalf of “Wilson’s Market”
located at 6456 Crest Highway, Thomaston, GA 30286.
A motion was made to open the public hearing.
Motion: Commissioner Ellington

Second: Commissioner Jones

Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Jones – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Chairman Allen – Yes
There were no public comments for the public hearing.
A motion was made to close the public hearing.
Motion: Commissioner Wilder Second: Commissioner Spraggins
Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Jones – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Chairman Allen – Yes
The County Manager made the recommendation to deny due to one concern in the
application package. Staff would like to see the matter resolved before it is brought
back to the board. Once resolved the applicant must re-apply for a beer and wine
license.
A motion was made to deny the beer and wind package license for Koti Dodda on
behalf of Wilson’s Market.
Motion: Commissioner Jones

Second: Commissioner Spraggins

Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Jones – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Chairman Allen – Yes

IV.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Karen Evens -3512 Woodland Road asked the board for help on the property at 3540
Woodland Road. The property has a fence up that is an eye sore to the neighbors.
Audrey Fuller Sheikey 3647 Hoofprint Drive, Melbourne, FL, stated that her concern
was with the fence on the property at 3540 Woodland Road not helping with the
beautification of the County. Also they are not sure what the property will turn into.

V.

Consent Agenda
a. Approval of the minutes for October 2, 2018 Joint Project budget Meeting
b. Approval of the minutes for October 9, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes
c. Amendment to Purchasing Policies and Procedures – P Card Use (REMOVED)
d. Approval of vehicles and equipment for surplus

e. Water department approval for use of SPLOST funds to purchase new trucks
(REMOVED)
A motion was made to approve the consent agenda removing items C & E.
Motion: Commissioner Ellington

Second: Commissioner Jones

Commissioner J. Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Jones – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes

Chairman Allen – Yes
Commissioner Ellington abstained from item (B).
VI.

NEW BUSINESS
f. Presentation from Sherry Farr on the Health Department
Mrs. Farr gave the below presentation.

County Manager, Commissioners and County Attorney Comments
County Manager Jason Tinsley told the board that he received a notice to proceed on the US
19 widening project. The contract should begin in November 2018. We are currently working
on resurfacing the roads for the LMIG project. The county has received all of the reimbursement
funds from hurricane IRMA; staff will be making recommendations on how to disburse the

funds. Staff is meeting with departments and budget meetings will be coming soon. The RFQ’s
for an engineering company being reviewed and staff will be making a recommendation soon.
County Attorney Paschal English made the following statement.
“At the last meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Upson County on October 9, 2018, I
made a statement concerning the RV ordinance which had been discussed that evening.
Following the meeting I had occasion to hear a media report wherein Mr. Dave Piper
characterized my statement as ‘lightly scolding the Board’. While I can understand how Mr.
Piper may have arrived at his description, I want to be clear about one thing. If anyone,
including Mr. Piper, concluded that I was admonishing the Board in any fashion, that clearly was
not my intent. Our law firm, as county attorneys, is honored and privileged to serve in this
capacity, and it is and will always be our goal to afford the soundest of legal advice to our
Board. We would never intentionally do or say anything which might be interpreted as
‘scolding’. There obviously are times when we, as county attorneys, are involved in serious
discussions concerning legal issues with which the county is confronted. Occasionally these
discussions become spirited, but it is always the desire of us and the Board to reach a decision
which will withstand any legal challenge. As county attorneys we enjoy a close relationship
with the Board, county manager, county clerk, department heads and all Constitutional officers.
We are proud to be part of a team whose primary emphasis is to bring a better quality of life to
its residents. We are fiercely sensitive concerning our role as attorneys for Upson County. In
that regard, perhaps I periodically become too emphatic when talking about our legal obligations
and our desire to always be on the forefront as it relates to these myriad issues. In some respects,
I believe my professional career (prosecutor, trial court judge, and military officer) has defined
the manner in which I voice my opinions or concerns. Thank you for the opportunity to make
this comment.”
Commissioner Wilder had no comments.
Commissioner Jones invited everyone to the Chitlin Hoedown.
Commissioner Spraggins had no comments.
Commissioner J. Ellington had no comments
Chairman Allen thanked the county attorneys for their service to the board and the county. He
congratulated Sprewell Bluff on their hard work on the spooky trail, it was a big success. Three
Rivers will be having a listening session on October 24 from 6-8.
ADJOURMENT
A motion was made by Comm. Spraggins, with a second by Comm. Wilder to adjourn the
meeting.
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