Upson County Board of Commissioners
January 12, 2016 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order
Chairman Blackston calls the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. All Commissioners were in attendance.
County Manager Jim Wheeless and County Attorney Heath English were also in attendance. The
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Blackston.

Minutes
A motion was made by Comm. Wilder, with a second from Comm. Hudson, to adopt the following
minutes with the necessary corrections. The motion carries.






December 18, 2015 Budget Work Session Minutes
December 22, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes
December 23, 2015 Public Hearing Minutes
December 29, 2015 City/County Joint Project Budget Minutes
December 30, 2015 Special Called Meeting Minutes

Chairman Blackston stated that December 18, 2015 minutes should state any full‐time employee making
above $25,000 would receive a 2% increase. Also on December 29, 2015 a correction is needed on the
adjournment time.
Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner Hudson – Yes
Chairman Blackston – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes
Public Comments
The following citizens signed up for public comments but stated they would wait until the discussion of
Minor Road.






Bob Caldwell – 1683 Old Minor Road
Debbie Caldwell‐ 1638 Old Minor Road
Dennis Swearing – 1860 Old Minor Road
Sandy Canp – 1712 Old Minor Road
Jeff Rogers – Old Minor Road

New Business
a. Chairman Blackston explained that Colony Bank won the bid for the 2016 with an interest rate
of 1.65%. He stated that this is a $6,000,000 TANS to be borrowed as needed. A copy of the
Resolution is available in the Commissioner’s Office if anyone would like to read it in full.

A motion was made by Comm. Hudson with a second from Comm. Wilder to adopt the
resolution for the 2016 TANS.
Commissioner Ellington – Yes Commissioner Hudson – Yes
Chairman Blackston – Yes Commissioner Wilder – Yes
Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
b. Chairman Blackston explained that at a previous meeting the board voted to pass along the
water/sewer rate increase that they were informed the City of Thomaston had approved. With
the new adminstration for the City of Thomaston they have since rescinded the increase.
A motion was made by Comm. Wilder with a second from Comm. Hudson to rescind the
water/sewer rated increase that was passed along to the citizens from the City of Thomaston.
Commissioner Hudson – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Chairman Blackston – Yes Commissioner Wilder – Yes
Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Water Superintendent Mr. Dwight Smith stated that an engineer has looked and there is four
test sites that can be drilled, but he feels they should wait until the water leaks fixed. He added
that they lost $82,000 in Lincoln Park last year. He has spoken with engineers to get a qoute on
fixing the water system. He stated that they are purchasing 2.6‐3 million gallons a month and
only selling 1.4 million gallons. They now have a leak detection system that they are using that
will help detect the leaks.
Chairman Blackston asked what percentage of Lincoln Park needed refurbishing and Dwight
state 100%.
They discussed applying for a grant but the funds wouldn’t be available until 2017. The board
discussed using some of the money from the 2011 SPLOST and focus on one area.
Comm. Hudson added that the group that inquired about expanding the water system to
Hendricks Church road stated they did not receive the questionaire. Mr. Smith said he would
take care of getting them a questionnaire.
c. Jim Wheelees stated that he has met with Wayne Driver about the items that were submitted
for purchase through the 2011 SPLOST for the Volunteer Fire Departments. The county as set
$5000 and above as a capital expenditure. Due to adminstrative cost anything under the $5000
is not tracked as a capital expenditure. The general rule of a county is if the aquired property is
usable for longer than a taxable year it can be capitalized. Based on the information from the
county auditor the items that have submitted qualify for the SPLOST.
A motion was made by Comm. Ellington with a second from Comm. Spraggins to take the
necessary steps to get the fire departments in contact with Mr. Wheeless for him to get the
projects taken care of.
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Hudson – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Chairman Blackston – Yes
d. Mr. Wheeless explained that the the surplus property that was advertised the one for Grays
Chapel Road was incorrect. That one need to be voided and redone.
e. Comm. Wilder explained that several meetings ago they discussed if Minor Road was private or
public. D.O.T. paved .13 miles while working on Hwy 80 and .47 miles was paved in 2008 using
2005 SPLOST funds. The pave portion of the road stops where the gate was installed. The
properties on Minor Rd are measured from the center of the road with no right away. There
are signs that state private property. The gate was operated the gate. The law states that the
road must meet the following:

 Must be open to the public
 No gate on the road
 A standard 4 wheel passanger vehicle must be able to use it
 It must be owned by the governement
Comm. Wilder added that based on all the research done this road is a private road.
The citizens from Minor Rd stated they thought the board was looking for something to show
the road had been closed. Comm. Wilder stated that nothing was found stating it was closed
but once the get was put up it could not be a county road.
The citizens are not asking the county to maintain the road they just want to be able to make
the loggers fix the road when it is damaged and they can’t get in and out.
The board explained that the only way for the county to accept the road it has to be brought up
to code. The paved part of the road that was damaged will be fixed.
The citizens also questioned the trash pickup by the county. Currently they have a dumpster if
the trash truck has to go down the road it will damage it and the will be responsible for fixing it.
Chairman Blackston explained that each household must have a trash container. The can would
have to be brought up to the public road.
Chairman Blackston summarized the discussion with the County will be responible for the
repairs on the paved part of the road, the damage of the dirt road will be between the citizens
and the logging company, and the board will discuss if the will designate place for trash pickup.
The citizens asked if they could be excused for the trash service and handle it on their own and
the board advised them that they could not make that exception.
A motion was made by Comm. Wilder with a second from Comm. Hudson declaring the dirt
portion of Minor Road privately owned property.
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Chairman Blackston – Yes
Commissioner Ellington – Yes Commissioner Hudson – Yes
Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
f.

Mr. Wheeless explained that the prior to the court hearing board agreed to let the Attorney
settle the Bentley’s case with $20,000 including the attorney fees. He explained that it was
settled and the voted needed to be formalized. He further explained that Judge Hughley’s
salary was based on 90% of Judge Bentley’s salary. Judge Hughley’s portion will be around
$9,000.
A motion was made by Comm. Spraggins with a second from Comm. Ellington for the approval
of the settle for Judge Danny Bentley for $20,000.
Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Commissioner Hudson – Yes
Chairman Blackston – No Commissioner Wilder – Yes
Commissioner Ellington – Yes
A motion was made by Comm. Hudson with a second from Comm. Spraggins for the settlement
of $9,000 for the former Associate Judge William Hugley.
Chairman Blackston – No Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Hudson – Yes
Commissioner Spraggins – Yes

County Manager, Commissioners and County Attorney Comments
County Manager Jim stated that the TAVT tax amounts would be changing the state will receive 59.45%
and the local government will receive 40.55%. There will be additional LMIG funding in 2016 to target
safety and operation on local roads. The application is due by May 1, 2016 and he is working with James
Melton to get it completed.
Commissioner Spraggins had no comments.
Commissioner Hudson stated that he has had complaints about trash on side of the roads and he asked
who they needed to talk to about enforcing it. Mr. Wheeless stated the Sheriff was looking at putting
community service under him and that is a way of getting if cleaned up.
Commissioner Wilder told the citizens that he understood their complaints and he apologized that it
took so long for an answer, but he wanted to make sure he gave the correct answer.
Commissioner Ellington had no comments.
County Attorney Heath English had no comments.
Chairman Blackston had no comments.

Adjournment
Comm. Wilder made a motion to adjourn at 6:56 pm, with a second by Comm. Ellington to adjourn the
meeting.
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