Upson County Board of Commissioners
February 9, 2016 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order
Chairman Blackston calls the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. All Commissioners were in attendance.
County Manager Jim Wheeless and County Attorney Paschal English were also in attendance. The
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Ellington.
Minutes
A motion was made by Comm. Spraggins, with a second from Comm. Wilder, to adopt the minutes from
January 26, 2016 regular meeting. The motion carries.
Commissioner Hudson – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Chairman Blackston – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes
Public Comments
There were no public comments.
Public Hearing
County Manager Jim Wheeless opened the public hearing. He explained that there was an increase in
funds for occupational tax and the board needed to designate where the funds would be used. Mr.
Wheeless made a recommendation that the $9,034.15 increase be put and used in the general fund.
There were no public comments on the public hearing.

A motion was made by Comm. Spraggins, with a second from Comm. Ellington, to put the $9,034.15
increase from occupational taxes in the General Fund. The motion carries.
Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Chairman Blackston – Yes
Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Hudson – Yes
New Business
a. Chairman Blackston gave an overview of the Distilled Spirits ordinance. He stated that this was
the first reading and the ordinance is available for review in the Commissioners Office. The
ordinance is attached.
b. Chairman Blackston gave an overview of the Beer/Wine ordinance. He stated that this was the
first reading and the ordinance is available for review in the Commissioners Office. The
ordinance is attached.
c. Mr. Michael Cox wanted to speak with board about Tour de Pike, but was not in attencance, no
discussion was held.
d. Probate Judge McRae explained that when the Magistrate Court was created it wasn’t put in for
them to pay into the Law Library, but they have always paid into it and used it. She is asking the
board to approve the resolution so it can go to Legistation and Magistrate Court can start back
paying into the Law Library.

A motion was made by Comm. Wilder with a second from Comm. Ellington to approve the
Resolution for the Law Library. The motion carries.
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Hudson – Yes
Commissioner Spraggins – Yes Chairman Blackston – Yes
Commissioner Ellington – Yes

County Manager, Commissioners and County Attorney Comments
County Manager Jim stated that he is working on a special events ordinance. He added he has received
the information from most of the volunteer fire departments and he is currently working on a
spreadsheet. He is still working on the personal policy for the boards review.
Mr. Wheeless stated that he received a request from a teen’s family to use the name Thomaston‐Upson
County Outstanding Teen for a pageant she will be participating in. If the board had no objections he
would speak with the city for their approval.
He stated he receive several requests for equipment tax relief. He has written several letters that have
been denied. It is his understanding that the taxes have to be paid first and then request for a refund.
There are some drainage issues behind the health department that they are looking into.
Arbor Day is February 24, 2016 at 2:00 pm; everyone must R.S.V.P with the City of Thomaston.

There will be a joint meeting with the County and City on Thursday, February 11, 2016, there is not an
agenda just an opportunity to meet and talk.
Commissioner Spraggins had no comments.
Commissioner Hudson had no comments.
Commissioner Wilder stated that Salem and Lincoln Park Volunteer Fire Departments have not
submitted their letters to Mr. Wheeless. Salem is still looking for a fire truck and Lincoln is working on
the building.
Commissioner Ellington some people in Upson County have gotten involved with a group from Spalding
County Operation Straw Group. The donate dog house and straw. He would like to see more local
involvement.
County Attorney Paschal English had no comments.
Chairman Blackston stated that a prospect that looks positive has contacted the County and he asked
everybody to pray that this comes through.
Adjournment
Comm. Spraggins made a motion to adjourn at 6:30 pm, with a second by Comm. Ellington to adjourn
the meeting.
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