Upson County Board of Commissioners
March 8, 2016 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order
Chairman Blackston calls the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. All Commissioners were in attendance.
County Manager Jim Wheeless and County Attorney Heath English were also in attendance. The
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Ellington.
Minutes
A motion was made by Comm. Spraggins, with a second from Comm. Wilder, to adopt the minutes from
February 23, 2016 regular meeting. The motion carries.
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Commissioner Hudson – Yes Chairman Blackston – Yes
Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Public Comments
There were no public comments.
New Business
a. County Manager Jim Wheeles gave an overview of the Special Event Permit Ordinance.
Chairman Blackston asked if there would be a charge per day for having a permit. And County
Attorney Heath English asked the board to decide the number of times a year a person could get
a special permit.

b. IDA Director Kyle Fletcher gave a presentation about the IDA. She explained that the IDA was
created for expanding and developing. Currently the IDA’s budget is $504,179 with $259,012 for
operating and $ 245,167 for debit service. The are asking for 1 mill of tax that will be controlled
by the IDA for the next 5 years. They would use the mill of tax to pay debit service and incentive
money for potiential industry. They are asking for the next 5 years in case of change of
leadership. Mr. Frank King also spoke and used Coffee and Toombs County as expamples of
counties that have dedicated millage to the IDA.
c. Chairman Blackston explained that the board tabled the appointment to the DFCS and Mrs.
Price has been out of the office sick. One application has been submitted but he would like this
to be tabled until he can get with Mrs. Price and get all the information.

A motion was made by Comm. Ellington, with a second from Comm. Wilder, to table the appointment to
the DFCS board until all the information is collected. The motion carries.
Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Commissioner Hudson – Yes Chairman Blackston – Yes

County Manager, Commissioners and County Attorney Comments
County Manager Jim stated that he working on policies and getting the next ordinances ready for the
Commissioners.
Commissioner Spraggins thanked the attorney’s for their work.
Commissioner Hudson stated that he has been contacted about a fee being charged to the landlords by
water department when a tenant moves out. He has asked Dwight Smith for a list of landlords to send a
letter and request a meeting to hear their concerns and suggestions.
Commissioner Wilder stated he is looking to the meeting with the City on Thursday.
Commissioner Ellington thanked the IDA for their presentation and all they do.
County Attorney Heath English had no comments.
Chairman Blackston thanked the IDA and stated that he will be qualifying for Chairman for the
upcoming election.
Adjournment
Comm. Spraggins made a motion to adjourn at 6:35 pm, with a second by Comm. Ellington to adjourn
the meeting.
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