Upson County Board of Commissioners
March 22, 2016 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order
Chairman Blackston calls the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. All Commissioners were in attendance.
County Manager Jim Wheeless and County Attorney Paschal English were also in attendance. The
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Hudson.
Minutes
A motion was made by Comm. Spraggins, with a second from Comm. Ellington, to adopt the minutes
from March 8, 2016 regular meeting. The motion carries.
Chairman Blackston – Yes Commissioner Ellington – Yes
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Commissioner Hudson – Yes
Public Comments
Mr. Allen Wainwright, 224 Roberts Loop told the board that the vacant lot next to his house is an eye
sore. They have cut down the trees and removed stumps. They have a silk fence, but it is not installed
properly. When it rains the mud is washing under the silk fence.
Mr. Wainwright asked if the application process was done correctly to check the taxes. He was told the
process was followed correctly.
He asked what will happen when a hard rain comes and the mud washes down to the 10 mile creek.
Chairman Blackston told him to give the board some more time and he would try having a solution soon.
Mr. Gary Self, 226 Roberts Loop, also spoke about the property where the trees and stumps had been
removed. He stated that this was not a land distributing problem in the beginning. He stated that he
has some issues with some of the codes, he feels in a R2 zoning you should not be able to leave the
property in a mess. Currently all you see is red dirt and stumps piled up.
County Manager Jim Wheeless stated that he along with Phil Ellerbee, Doug Currier, Susan Morris and
Richard with Atkins has been involved trying to get a solution. The EPD from Macon has also been
involved. The property owner obtained the proper timber permit and has no plans to build a house on
the property. Georgia Forestry has advised the owner the number of trees that have to be planted and
this has been done.
New Business
a. County Manager Jim Wheeles gave an overview of the Special Event Permit Ordinance. This was
the second reading for this ordinance. The ordinance follows:

b. Commissioner Wilder explained to the board that Mrs. Sylvia Chatman spoke with him about
have an event on the courthouse square. She wanted to have horse‐shoes and different events
on the lawn and the square she also wanted some events on the inside of the courthouse.
Commissioner Spraggins stated that someone needed to sit down with her and find out exactly
what she is requesting, so the board can make a decision.
Chairman Blackston stated that he and County Manager Jim Wheeless would meet with her to
see what she is wanting to do.
c. Chairman Blackston explained to the board that the DFCS board appointments had been tabled
until all the information was received. Mrs. LaResa Price has turned in two names for the
appointments: Dr. Cristina Cunningham and Tonia Brown.
A motion was made by Comm. Wilder, with a second from Comm. Ellington; to appoint the two
applicants to the DFCS board. The motion carries.
Commissioner Wilder – Yes Commissioner Spraggins – Yes
Commissioner Hudson – Yes Chairman Blackston – Yes
Commissioner Ellington – Yes
County Manager, Commissioners and County Attorney Comments
County Manager Jim stated that letters have been sent out requesting mid‐year budgets and they are
also working on getting Joint Project budgets. This year the City and County will meet together on Joint
Projects.
Commissioner Spraggins had no comments.
Commissioner Hudson stated that he has met with GEMA and FEMA about the flooding damages from
December.
Commissioner Wilder stated he has spoken with the Pickard Family and they will be having a grand –
opening for the store in the near future.
Commissioner Ellington had no comments.
County Attorney Paschal English had no comments.
Chairman Blackston had no comments.

Executive Session
A motion was mad by Comm. Wilder, with a second from Comm. Spraggins to recess the regular
meeting and go into executive session at 6:29.
A motion was made by Comm. Ellington, with a second from Comm. Spraggins to exit executive session
back into regular session at 6:59.
Adjournment
Comm. Ellington made a motion to adjourn at 7:00 pm, with a second by Comm. Wilder to adjourn the
meeting.
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